
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

GEORGE GALPHIN'8 CASE.

Several of the Attorneys General of the United
States have expressed the opinion that the Reports
made by Committees of Congress upon Bills pre¬
pared by them, or referred for their examination,
may be safely resorted to for the purpose of con¬

struing and ascertaining the true intent and mean¬

ing of such bills when passed into statutes. This
opinion, it is presumed, all will concur in; and it
has been very generally acted on by those charged
with the duty of administering the laws. Indeed
it cannot be doubted that when Congress adopts, in
the form of law, the recommendations of a com¬
mittee based upon certain facts and opinions ex¬

pressed in a written report, that report must, after
the law itself, be the most reliable exponent of its
views in regard to the subject-matter. It is pro¬
posed to show the application of this rule to the
questions involved in the Galphin case.

In the reports of the committee in 1848, and
prior thereto, already published, it is stated that,
" by an act of Congress, approved July 5, 1832,
4 the Government of the United §tates provided for
4 certain claims which Virginia had assumed, to the
4 officers of that State engaged in the public service
* during the Revolutionary war. It is believed that
4 the principles of that act are applicable to the
4 present claim, which the committee think ought
4 to be allowed, and accordingly report a bill for his
4 relief."

Before showing what were44 the principles of that
act" which the committee declare applicable to the
present case, it should be premised that on the 5th
of August, 1790, an act was passed by which the
United States become liable for all the claims of the
several States which 44 have accrued for the general
or particular defence during the war" of the Revo¬
lution, to be determined 44 according to principles of
4 general equity, although such claims may not be
? sanctioned by the resolves of Congress or sup-
4 ported by regular vouchers," and these were to
be allowed with interest at six per cent. During
the Revolution, in May, 1779, Virginia had, by an
act hereafter cited, promised to certain officers of
her Continental and State troops half-pay for life
after the termination of the war. This promise, as

to her State troops, she had not fulfilled when her
claims were settled under the act of 1790, but, on
the contrary, had resisted the demand ; consequent¬
ly these claims were not brought into her account
against the United States at that date, but shortly
after ; first underjudgments rendered against her in
her own courts, and then by acts of the Legislature,
she commenced paying these claims, and continued
so to do at various times till 1831. The draught
upon her Treasury had become so considerable that
she applied to Congress for relief, on the grounds
stated by the committee to whom the memorial was

referred, in the following language :

.'It may be remarked very properly at this place, that every
claim now presented and maintained against Virginia is for
compensation promised either 'for the generator particular
defence, and that State may rightfully demand indemnity,
according with the strictest interpretation of the report of the first
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States upon this sub
ject, and the act of Congress of which it was the parent. That
report asserts the obligation in the United 8tateq to provide
by law for all the expenditures during the war, either for the
general or particular defence ; and it adds, in its own em¬

phatic language, that ' it appears difficult to conceive a good
reason why the expenses for the particular defence of a part,
in a common war, should not be a common charge, as well as
those incurred professedly for the general defence. The de¬
fence of each part is that of the whole ; and, unless all the
expanditares are brought into a common mass, the tendency
must be to add to the calamities suffered, by being the most
exposed to the ravages of war, an increase of burdens.' This
principle, indispensable to common and mutual justice, was

engrafted into the act of Congress of August, 1790, and its
operation extended in practical efficacy, by dispensing with
strict proof. The rigor of the law was mitigated by legis¬
lative command, to the end that this principle might be ex¬

panded to its widest sphere of action."

Upon these grounds Congress repaid to the State
of Virginia the amounts she had paid, principal and
interest, in fulfilment of her promises, and provided
for the adjustment and payment at the Treasury of
all outstanding obligations on the same account.

To show the similarity of the obligations assumed
by each State, for the same general object and al¬
most at the same time, extract«rom the Virginia
act of May, 1779, and the Georgia act of January,
1780, are here presented, the dates showing that
they were passed in the darkest hours of the Revo¬
lutionary struggle and under the pressure of an over¬

ruling necessity:
All general officers of the army, being citizens of this

commonwealth, and all field officers, captains, and subalterns,
commanding, or who shall command, in the battalions ef this
commonwealth on continental establishment, or serving in the
battalions raised for the immediate defence of this State, or for
the defence of the United Stales ; and all chaplains, physi¬
cians, surgeons, and surgeon's mates, appointed to the said
battalions, or any of them, being citizena of this common¬
wealth, and not being in the service of Georgia, or ofany other
State, provided Congress do not make some tantamount pro¬
vision for them, who shall serve henceforward, or from the
time of their being commissioned, until the end of the war:
and all such officers who have or shall become supernumerary
on the reduction of any of the said battalions, and shall again
enter into the said service, if required so to do, in the same or

any higher rank, and continue therein until the end of the
war, shall be entitled to half-pay during life, to commence
from the determination of their command or service."
The act of Georgia, after reciting the deplorable

condition of the country, and stating that the rich
and healthy lands in Wilkes county remained un¬
settled, to the detriment of the strength of the State,
while her own citizens and others were willing to
settle and defend them, grants these lands to actual
settlers, exempting all who should come in from
other States from all military duty except that of
defending the same during a stated period. The
act then proceeds thus :

«' Whereas certain persons, citizens of this and the State
of South Carolina, and friend* to the independency of the
same, claim that the lands in the county of Wilkes were ori¬
ginally given up and ceded to the Government of Great Bri¬
tain by the Creek and Cherokee Indians, in satisfaction of
certain debts and arrears due by the said Indians to the said

ITyI Pe"ons» "l|ed Indian traders : Be it, therefore, enact-

!u I . .k any,^reon h",n® or P^tending to have any claim,
do lay their claims and accounts before this or some future
House of Assembly, to be examined, and whatever claims
shall be just and proper, and due to the friends of America,
in /! £ y Tl.*ury certificates for the amount, payable
iHte7«L" ye'TB' and "rr7ing 8ix P" unt

To complete this analogy the acts of Congress
providing for the Virginia claims, and the solitary
one from Georgia, that of Galphin, are here given,
i ne act in favor of Virginia, approved July 5,1832,
after, as above stated, refunding to her all that she

*8 P"ncipal and interest to her officers,
enacts m the 3d section :

°I"" T'"m1 >*. ""d » hereby
MV of thl officii nl°1- lnd .e,,le tho*e claim* for half

which said State would bTEnd Jf' .d [0r
half-pay ca«es already deeded in the Supreme'XrT of An!
peals of said State; which several i P"
directed to be settled or paid, shall be Snl r"*7 """

in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated by law*"7 m°ne7

*C< !" Odpl-in. ^proved August14, 1848, is in the following words:

That J* ^cretary of the Treasury
be and lie is hereby authorized and required to examine and
adjust tho claim of the la'e George Galphin, under the treatv
made by the Governor of Georgia with the Cre*k and Chero¬
kee Indians, in the year 1773, and to pay the amount which
may be found due to Milledge Galphin, executor sf the said
George Galphin, out of any money in the Treasury not other¬
wise appropriate d."

The reports, as before said, place these two
classes on the same footing. The assumption of
bo;h by the United State# was on the same princi¬
ple, and was intended to be equal in the measure of
justice that measure being neither more nor less

than the basis of the original settlement in 1790.
And here it may be remarked that the claims of in-
dividuals against the several States were within the
terms 01 the settlement of 1790, provided they had
been admitted by such States prior to September
24, 1788, and both the Virginia claims and the
Galphin claim, but for that limitation, could have
then been brought into the account against the
United States.

It is true that Virginia did not promise to pay
interest; yet, as she was liable for its payment in
consequence of her liability to suit, and interest had
been recovered against her, the United States paid
it. W hat amount has been paid under this head
can be easily ascertained by inquiry. Suffice it to

say, that the relative burdens of the two States, as

assumed by the United States, need not be kept out
of view in justice to the memory of either the dead
or the living. The amount involved is nothing:
good faith is every thing ; but should the amounts

paid appear to be worthy of consideration, a com¬

parison need not be avoided.
Georgia did not ask Congress to assume the liabi¬

lity she had incurred under the act above cited.
Virginia acted differently and justly ; perhaps, too,
under a pressure which was not and could not be
applied to Georgia.the judgments rendered against
her in her courts. But the appeal for justice,
whether made by Virginia or her officers, by
Georgia or by Galphin, rests on the same footing.
A 44 similar principle " may be supposed to pro¬
duce similarity of result. A mere difference
as to persons, or states, or amounts, should not

produce an inequality in the measue of justice.
If the officers of the State line of Virginia have re¬

ceived from the United States principal and interest
on the promise made by Virginia in 1779, might
not Galphin justly claim to the same extent under
the promise of Georgia made in 1780 ? Might he
not claim interest on even stronger grounds, since
to him it was promised.to them it was not ? If
the standard of remuneration be higher in one case

than in the other, that standard should be fixed by
the terms of the promise made to each, and that
party should have the higher to whom the higher
had been assigned.

Having already seen that the engagements of Vir¬
ginia and Georgia were contracted for the same ob¬
ject and almost at the same time, it may be readily
admitted that the course pursued by these State was
different. But is the nature and essence of things
thereby changed ? Is the principle altered ? Be¬
cause Georgia did not ask the United States to as¬

sume the agreement she had made for the common
cause, and which she had never performed, was Gal¬
phin to be placed on a less favored footing than
those to whom Virginia was bound by a similar ob¬
ligation ? The distinction is only as to form. The
parallel between the cases had been perfect, if Geor¬
gia had been the claimant before Congress instead
of Galphin; and had Georgia been liable to suit as

was Virginia, this feature in the parallel would not
have been wanting.
The course of Congress in relation to these

claims commends itself to the approval ol every fair
mind. In 1832 a powerful State insisted on in¬
demnity against the claims of her sons. The Na¬
tional Legislature listened to her memorial and com¬
plaint. Her narrative was replete with sacrifices
for the 44 glorious common cause," and her demand
was granted. In 1848, to the same Legislature
came another applicant from another State. He
comes unsupported, and sustained by no other re¬

commendation than the record of his patriotic life
and the justice of his demand. That Legislature
did not stand on forms, by remanding him back to
the State which made but had not performed the
promise. It re-asserted in 1848, as it had in 1832,
the principles of the acttof 1790. After the lapse of
fifty-eight years, they stood unimpaired in vitality
and vigor, however they may have been blighted
and blasted within the brief period that has since in¬
tervened.

But was there no peculiarity in his case to ex¬

cuse, if excuse can be necessary, this departure
from a formal and strictly regular appeal to national
justice ? In the same year, and almost in the same
month, Galphin was attainted of treason and pro¬
mised the payment of his debt. The royal colonial
Legislature, which sat in Savannah in 1780, pror
nounced the attainder. In the same year the repub¬
lican Legislature at Augusta gave the promise. He
died in December, 1780, having numbered more
than three score years and ten. A few months
thereafter his homestead fell into the hands of the
enemy. They had possession of his body, but it had
put on the 41 muddy vesture of decay." Nor attaint
of treason, nor suspicion of treason then reached
him. The sanctuary of the grave had secured an

eternal armistice. The penalty or pardon of man
alike paused on its brink, and he reposed quietly,
whether, according to the judgment of mankind, he
was a traitor or a patriot.
One other view may be proper. In the treaty of

peace of 1783 was an article providing for the re¬

covery of debts due by the citizens and subjects of
the belligerent parties. This was no doubt proper
and just; but, strange as it may appear, it is affirm¬
ed with confidence, upon unquestionable evidence,
that the patrimonial estate of Galphin was sold un¬
der execution after the war of the revolution at the
instance of British creditors, who had sold to Gal¬
phin the goods which had passed into the hands of
the Indians, and in fact constituted a part of the
price of the44 ceded lands " in Georgia. Whoever
may doubt on this point, is referred to the statement
of Mr. Stephens, who held the appointment of
Judge of the district of Georgia in the early days
of the Republic.
Some Facts about Ccba..No ccnsus of the population

of the island of Cuba has been taken by the Government
since 1841. From other sources we find that its population
in 1846 was 898,752; of whom 425,767 were white;
149,226 free colored, and 323,759 slavca. In 1841, accord¬
ing to the official census, the population was 1,007,624, of
whom 418,291 were white; 152,838 free colored, and
426,495 slaves. Of the colored free population at that time
64,784 were black, and 88,054 mulattoes. The number of
mulattoes among the slaves was 10,974. There was a tran¬
sient population of some 38,000 not included in the total
given above. There were at that time 222 schools, at which
9,082 free children received instruction ; of these 640 were

colored. Out of th s total number 5,325 paid for their in¬
struction ; the others were taught gratuitously. We are un¬

able to say whether the present condition of the island is in
these respects in any degree meliorated.

In 1847 statistics were published by the Government, in
which the island was described as having a surface of 45,530
square English miles, the contiguous Isle of Pines, and some

smaller ones, making a total extent of nearly 48,000 square
miles. The length of the island, in a direct line from east to

west, is 680 miles; the widest breadth 135, the narrowest 26
miles. From the southern point of Florida to the northern
point of Cuba is 113 miles ; from Cuba to the nearest point of
Yucatan is 132 miles, of Hayti 49 miles. From Jamaica
Cuba is distant 89 miles. The total value of the agricultu¬
ral product of the island in 1849, including dairy produce
and domestic animals, was according to Hunt'* Merchants'
Magazine, about $60,000 dollars. In the same year its ex¬

ports from Havana and Matanzas were, of sugar, 849,748
boxes'; of coffee 371,894 arroba«; of molasses 97,373 hogs¬
heads ; of cigars and tobacco (from Havana alone) 1,273,837
pounds. Of Mstanzas, the white population was in 1846 es¬

timated at 10,039 ; the free colored at 2,788, and the slaves
at 4,159.

Utica, Fridat, Mat 3t.
PowntB Explosion.. A boat loaded with railroad iron

took on board a quantity of powder at Frankfort, near this
city, and two of the hands went amidships it is supposed
with the inter.tion of stealing some of the powder. One of
them had a lighted pipe, from which, it is thought, the pow¬
der ignited, producing a terrible explosion, making a com¬

plete wreck of the boat, and severely, if not fatally, injuring
one or two men.

The brig Angola has arrived at Boston from Port Praya,
(Africa,) with dates to the 5th May. The American squa¬
dron had sailed for Liberia, all well. This brig brings a letter-
bag from the squadron and derpatches for our Government.
AW estern paper announces the fitting of the Court of

CommoB hlea*. We suppose that of course the big frigs
are also in «t!*r.dance at the hotels.

L0UI8IA A AND THE COMPROMISE.

From a Whig Representative in Congress we
have received a letter directing our attention to the
subjoined article, in a late number of a New Or¬
leans paper, and requesting us to transfer it to our

columns, as indicative of public opinion in Louisi«
ana on a great question now before Congress. We
have pleasure in complying with his request:

FROM THE HEW ORLEANS BCLLETIN UI HAT 21.
The Compromise..The signs of the times are portentous

of whit Mr. Calhoun would designate " a etuis." We
never have apprehended and yet do not dread any danger.
We cannot despair of the Republic, or fear that the perpetuity
of our glorious institutions is jeoparded, so long aa the people
exercise the controlling power. Factious demagogues will
attempt to usurp this power, and endeavor to frustrate public
opinion, but the failure will be signal and complete. And
yet, powerless as politicians may be to accomplish any per¬
manent evil, they may succeed in doing a great deal of mis¬
chief. In fact, they have already done a deal of harm by
keeping the public mind in a state of continued perturbation,
and retarding or defeating the legislation of the country. The
injury that has been inflicted upon public and private inter¬
ests by the factious conduct of Congresaional demagogues can¬

not be calculated. 8ix months of the session has expired, and
but four acts have passed Congress. A senseless and profit-
lets clamor upon the subject of slavery has overwhelmed
and confounded the voice of reason, harassing the public ear,
and keeping the mind in a state of unwholesome excitement.
We were entertaining strong hopes that the conflicting parties
would meet in a spirit of compromise, and as a rational alterna¬
tive adopt the plan proposed by the committee of thirteen.
That the ultras of either side are not in favor of it, is a recom¬

mendation. It would not be a compromise were it wholly
acceptable to one and distasteful to the other, and it is as irra¬
tional as it is impracticable for qither side to attempt to accom¬

modate the arrangement to its own standard.
The people, who are primarily interested in the issue, are

ready to th« diflkulif at once j and the politicians in
Congress who have vainly been endeavoring to lead, must be
content to follow, and obey instructions. Now is the time to

hold members of Congress to a strict accountability.to teach
them that their business is to subserve the interests of their
constituents, and not to .minister to their own selfish views,
.ither of personal advancement or for the gratification of pri¬
vate considerations. The people want this matter settled,
they are sick and tired of this interminable controversy,- and
they are content to adopt the compromise plan suggested by
the committee of thirteen, as a dernier resort. As we have
before remarked, the plan may be exceptionable in detail; it
aeems to be equally so to all interest*; there is therefore good
reason why we should be willing to take it, a* the grand ob¬

ject is to conciliate and settle the difficulties that may eventu¬
ate in our common ruin.
So far as our own community is concerned, public opinion

is all on one side. The press, with a most singular unanimi¬
ty, approve the plan of compromise, and we desiie our dele¬
gation in Congress to note the fact that the public press in
New Orleans, irrespective of party, as the exponent o%>ublic
opinion, are positively and unequivocally in favor of a speedy
adjustment of this vexatious question, by the adoption
of the compromise scheme proposed by Mr. Cxat. The
following extracts comprise the spirit of the press, so far as it
has spoken. The papers in the city, not included, are, we

have eyery reason to believe, equally positive in their appro¬
val, and we consider it a matter of no inconsiderable cause

for congratulation that on this great question we present an

unbroken front.
FROM THE NEW ORLEANS COURIER (DEMOCRATIC) OF MAT 18.
The terms of the proposed compromise are not dishonor¬

able or injurious to the South. There may be, and there are,
reasonable objections to the mode in which the convention of
California was got up and the constitution was adopted, and
to the extent of her coast line on the Pacific ; but these ob¬
jections equally concern ^ie Northern States and the South¬
ern : for we take it Mr. Webster was right when he said sla¬
very cannot exist in any part of California, south or north of
36 degrees 30 minutes. Let us contend for our substantial
rights, and not for phantoms and nonentities.
The other Territories are left free to establish or prohibit

slavery within their borders, and this is all that the South has
contended for.
The great point for the South is the bill pioviding for the

recovery of runaway slaves. This is the source of the dis¬
sensions which distract the Union. Unless a remedy were

applied to this evil, the South would be just fied in declining
all oth»r conditions. But the bill reported by the committee
is as efficient as the South can require ; in fact, it could not
be more 10, after it shall have received one or two amend¬
ments to which no one will object. ,

Take them collectively, the report is a pood report, and
the bills are good bills. Nor do we peceive a fair reason why
any one but a rank abolitionist, bent on disunion and anarchy,
can object to their adoption.

FROM THE CRESCENT (NEUTRAL) OF MAI 20.
We have heretofore believed that Senators from the

South, with scarcely an exception, would support any mea¬
sure that would restore harmony to the country, without the
imposition of the Wilmot proviso. We have steadfastly be¬
lieved that the question of the admission of California.she
having complied with all the constitutional requirements-
should have been taken up, and acted on upon its own merits;
but, seeing the strenuous opposition to this course by a cer¬
tain class of Southern Senator*.their opposition, as they have
caused the country to believe, being based upon the ground
that the admiasion of California would leave the slavery ques¬
tion, as to the Territories, still unsettled and open for future
agitation.we have felt the deepest anxiety that any plan the
committee of thirteen should recommend would be readily
adopted; and we are not the less so now that we are made ac¬

quainted with the provisions of the bill reported by the com¬
mittee.
We are grievously disappointed that those Senators, upon

whose support of any general compromise measure.honora¬
ble to the South and safe to the country.we had counted
with entire certainty, are the first to denounce the bill which
has been reported by the committee. We now have reason to
fear that it is their fixed purpose, at all hazard«, to keep Cali¬
fornia out of the Union, while her constitution retains the
provision rejecting slavery. It is now becoming but too evi¬
dent that their aeeming acquiescence in the appointment of a

committee, who should report a plan for compromising all the
questions in dispute, has been a mere expedient by which to
postpone action upon the bill introduced in the early part of
the session by, the chairman of the Committee on Territories
for the admission of California; and finally to defeat it,
whether coming up singly, or in connexion with measures for
the organization of Territorial Governments for New Mexico
and Utah. To secure an "equilibrium" between the North
and the South was a main object in the programme of Mr.
Calhoun. The admission of California would give a prepon¬
derance in the Senate to the free States. This, as is now

evident, certain Southern Senators are determined to prevent
- risking all consequences. They can do this alone by keep¬
ing California out of the Union, as long as she claims admis¬
sion as a free State.

FRO* THE NEW ORLEANS BEX, (WHIO.)
The latest advices from Washington give assurances of the

ultimate pasaagc through both Houses of the bills accompany¬
ing the report of the compromise committee. We trust that
these hopes will not prove fallacious. In the outset, the
manifestations of hostility made by Messrs. Downs, Davis, of
Mississippi, Mason, and Butler, and the sneers and sarcasms
of Hale, led us to fear the prevalence of a spirit at variance
with the calm and settled determination to adjust the question
in a peaceful manner, and on grounds of mutual, honorable
concession. The report was attacked and severely handled
by the above Senators before it was made the order of the
day, and in defiance of the parliamentary courtesy which
adjourns debate until the project comes up for formal investi¬
gation. We shall be glad to learn that this premature ex¬
citement and violent opposition have subsided.

F rom the ultraists of the Noith no concession is naturally
to be anticipated. They will war against compromises, be¬
cause it yields something.because, in short, it is compro¬
mise. But such motives cannot and ought not to influence
moderate and reflecting men either from the North or South.
It is the very essence of the report that it occupies the middle
ground, embodies provisions that would not fully satisfy either
party, and hence addresses itself to that bady of people who
desire to see the difficulty settled, who are willing to concede
something to attain this end, and who are resolved that the
union shall not longer be endangered by slavery agitation.
Lvery Senator was entirely aware that the report would em¬
brace something displeasing to him, amid much which he
would heartily approve, and that a part of his convictions
"just be surrendered for the sake of harmony and the Union.
1 hose Southern Senatora who oppose the compromise be¬
cause all its propositions do not square with their opinions,
place themselves inevitably in juxtaposition Ufcthe rampant
abolitionists, who assail the report for precisely the same rea¬
sons. It will be curious to see Messrs. Downs, Mason, and
Butler, voting with M.sws. Hale, Corwin, and Chase,
againat the measures recommended by the committee.

After explaining the several provisions of the report, and
the bills accompanying it, the Bee adds :

"Such are the heading views and recommenda'aons of the
report, and they ar» reasonable, and, in the main, just and

equitable; and we would rejoice tt tbeir unanimous adop¬tion."
%

FROM THI DELTA, (SICTHU.)
The Senate's committee of thirteen hate preaented to Con¬

gress and to the nation a grand compromite plan, to settle,
in one bill and at one time, all the exciting questions which
have for many months past distracted the country, estranged
brethren from each other, and brought the Union to the brink
of dissolution. That compromiae.like all compromises.con¬
sists of mutual, but, in reality, unimportant concession?, which
we consider the great end in view.the pacification of the coun¬
try and the salva'ion of the Union.

If the compromise bill is adopted in both Houses, the
whole difficulty is then settled.the country will be pacified,
and the Union no longer in danger. The angel of peace,
with healing on his wings, will hover over a nation whilom
distracted, distressed, estranged. AH causes of ill feeling be¬
tween the different sections of the country will be removed.
Ourselves and our posterity, to the last syllable of recorded
time, will rejoice at a conaumma'ion ao devoutly to be wished.
The great mass of the people will be content. The ultras, at
both ends of the Union, will alone be dissatisfied becausc they
are determined not to be satisfied, and it would be cruel to
thwart their amiable desires.

THE ARCTIC EXPEDITION.

The following is the Letter of Instructions re-
ceived by Lieut. De Haven from the Secretary of
the Navy, previous to his sailing in search of Sir
John Franklin :

Usitbd Status Navy Defartmkst,
Washington, Wednesday, May 15, 1850.

Sib : Having been selected to command the Expedition in
aearch of Sir John Franklin and his companions, you will
take charge of the two brigantinea, the " Advance" and
.* Rescue," that have been fitted out for that service, and as
soon as you are ready proceed with them to sea, and make
the beat of your way to Lancaster Sound.

Theae vessels have been furnished to the Government for
thin service by the munificence of a private citizen, Mr. Hisrt
Grirkkll, of New York. You will therefore be careful of
them, that they may be returned to their owner in good con¬
dition. They have been provisioned for three years.

Passed Midshipman 8. P. Griffin has been selected to com¬
mand one of the vessels. You will therefore consider him as

your second iu command. Confer with h no and treat him
accordingly. .

The chief object of this expedition is to search for, and, it
found, afford relief to Sir John Franklin, of the Royal Navy,
and his companions.
You will therefore use all diligence and make every exer¬

tion to this end, paying attention as you go to subjects ol
scientific inquiry only so far as the aame may not interfere
with the main object of tbe expedition.
Having passed Barrow Strait, you will turn your attention

northward to Wellington Channel, and westward to Cape
Walker, and be governed by circumstances as to the course

you will then take.
Accordingly you will exercise your own discretion, after

seeing the condition of the ice, sea, and weather,^ whether
the two vessels shall here separate; one for Cape W alkerand
the other for Wellington Strait; or whether they shall both
proceed together for the one place or the other.

8hould you find it impossible, on account of the ice, to get
through Barrow Strait, you will then turn your attention to
Jones's Sound and Smith's Sound. Finding these closed or

impracticable, and failing of all traces of the missing expedi¬
tion, the season will probably then be too far advanced for
any other attempts. If so you will return to New \ ork.

Acquaint Passed Midshipman Griffin, before sailing, and
from time to time during the voyage, fully, with all your plans
and intentions; and before you sail from New York appoint
a place of rendezvous; changc it as often as circumstances
may render a change desirable, but always have a place of
rendezvous fixed upon ; so that in case the two vessels of the
expedition may at any time become separated, each may
know where to look for the other.

Nearly the entire Arctic front of the continent has been
scoured without finding any traces of the missing ships. It is
useless for you to go there, or to re-examine any other place
where search has already been made, ou will therefore
confine your attention to the routes already indicated.
The point of maximum cold is said to be in the vicinity of

Parr^tslands. To the north and west of these, there is pro¬
bably a comparative open sea in summer, and therefore a

milder climate.
This opinion seems to be sustained by the fact that beasts

and fowls are seen migrating over the ice from the mouth of
Mackenzie river and its neighboring shores to the north.
These dumb creatures are probably led by their wise instincts
to seek a more genial climate in that direction, and upon the
borders of the supposed more open sea.
There are other facts, elicited by Lieut. Maury in the

course of his investigations touching the winds and currents
of the ocean, which go also to confirm the opinion that be¬
yond the icy barrier that is generally met with in the Arctic
ocean, there is a Polina, or sea free from ice.
You have assisted in these investigations at the National

Observatory, and are doubtless aware of the circumstances
which authorize this conclusion ; it is therefore needless to
repeat them. «,

¦

..This supposed open sea and warmer region to the north
and west of Parry Islands are unexplored. Should you suc¬
ceed in finding any opening there, either after having cleared
Wellington Strait, or after having cleared Parry Islands by a

northwardly course from Cape Walker, enter as far as in your
judgment it may be prudent to enter, and search every head¬
land, promontory, and conspicuous point for signs and records
of the missing party. Take particular care to avail yourself
of every opportunity for leaving as you go records and signs
to tell of your welfare, progress and intentions.
For this purpose you will erect flag stalls, make piles of

stones, or other marks in conspicuous places, with a bottle or
barrica buried at the base containing your letters.

Should the two vessels be separated, you will direct Passed
Midshipman Griffin to do likewise.'^Avail yourself of every opportunity, either hy the .bsqui-
maux or otherwise, to let the Department hear from you ; and
in every communication, be full and particular as to your fu¬
ture plans and intended route.

,If by any chanco you should penetrate so far beyond the icy
barrier as to make it,4in yourjudgment, more prudent to push
on than to turn back, you will do so, and put yourself in

communication with any of the United States naval forces or

officers of tbe Government, serving in the waters ol the ra-

cific or in China, according to your necessities and opportu¬
nities. Those officers will be instructed to afford you every
facility possible to enable you to reach the Western Coast ot
tbe United States in safety. . . ,

la the event of your tailing in with any of the British
searching parties, you will offer them any assistance of
which they may stand in need, and which it may be in your
power to give. Offer, also, to make tbcm acquainted with
your intended route and plans, and be ready to afford them
every information of which yoq may have become possessed
concerning the object of your search.

... ,In case your country should be involved in war during
your absence on this service, you will on no account commit,
or sufl'er any one of the expedition to commit, any the least
act of hostility against the enemy, of whatever he may be.

Notwithstanding the directions in which you have been re¬

commended to carry your examinations, you may, on arriving
out upon the field of operation, find that by departing from
them your search would probably be more effectual.
The Department has every confidence in your judgment,

and relics implicitly upon your discretion ; and should it ap¬
pear during the voyage that, by directing your attention to

points not named in this letter, traces of the absent expedition
would probably be found, you will not fail to examine such
points. But you will on no account uselessly hazard the safety
of tbe vessels under your command, or unnecessarily expose to
danger the officers and men committed to your charge.

Unless circumstances should favor you, by enabling you to

penetrate, before the young ice begins to make in the fall, far
into the unexplored regions, or to discover recent traces of the
missing ships and their gallant crews, or unless you should
gain a position from which you could commence operations in
tbe season of 1851 with decided advantage, you will endeavor
not to be caught in the ice during the ensuing winter, but,
after having completed your examinations for the season, make
your escape, and return to New York in the fall.
You are especially enjoined not to spend, if it can be avoid¬

ed, more than one winter in the Arctic regions.
Wishing you and yoor gallant companions all success in

your noble enterprise, and with the trust in God that He will
take you and them in his holy keeping,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. BALLARD PRESTON.

To Edwis J. De Have*, Lt commanding.
the Am. Arc. Expedition, &c., New York.

We append a list of the officers and men of the expedition :

The Advance..E. J. De Haven, commander : Wm. H.
Murdaugh, first officer; Wm. 8. Lovell, sccond officer;
Elisha H. Kane, surgeon. Men.Wm. Morton, Jas. 8mi|h,Edward Boyd, John Bunnon, Lewis Coster, Edwaid Wil¬
son, Thomas Dunning, Henry Dprode, Wm. Holme-, Gib¬
son Caruther, Daniel Vaughan, Wm. Weast, Chas. Berry,
and Edward C. Delano.

The Rescue..H. P. Griffin, commander; R. R. Carter,
first officer; Henry Brooks, second officer; Benjamin \ ree-
land, surgeon. Men.Rufus C. Boggs, Jno. V\ llliams, Ro¬
bert Bruce, H. G. White, Wm. Benson, Wm. Lincon, J.
A. Knaup, Smith Benjamin, David Davis, James Johnson,
James Stewart, Alexander Daly, and W. J. Kurner.
Arrest of Fobxigx Difacitirs..Thomas (hntsly and

Thomas Conolly, two passengers bt the packet *hip » ork-
shire, which arrived at New York on Saturday week, were

arrested at the American Hotel on Wednesday, charged with
having embezzled £35,000 from the bank of Cork, Ireland.
They had deposited the money in tbe hands of Messrs. Fsber
and Bay ley, for safe keeping. The Asia brought wiih her a

full description of the individuals, by which they were traced.

SALE OF PROPERTY IN MARYLAND.

FROM THI MARLBORO* 8AZETTE OF MAT 31.
Col. Horacb Cafrow's property was sold at public sale on

Tuesday of last week. It was divided into three divisions;
one farm of 600 acre*, another of 125 acres, and the third of
325 acrea. The first mentioned consisted of all the improved
land lying between the railroad and the Patuxent river, con¬

taining the commodious barn and twelve tenements, and sold
for $46 jper acre, making the snug sum of $27,600. It is
supposed that the crops now growing upon this property will
pay at least $10,000 of the purchase money. The second
farm was sold for #11.25 per acre, making $1,106.25. The
third was withdrawn from sale by the trustees after having
reached $10 per acre. The purchaser of the first farm was

Thomas 8. Wilson, Esq.," of Baltimore; of the second,
Samuel Cecil, of Anne Arundel county. It is understood
that Mr. Hilson intends to build a beautiful mansion upon
this property. The Avondale factory was not sold on that
day, but was (o have been sold some days after in Baltimore.

FROM CHINA.

Correspondence of the New York Commercial Advertiser.
Castow, Chum, February 25.

Times in China are just now quite peaceable, and the
country has need of quiet times to allow a new Emperor to
ascend the throne, a political movement of some importance
in China. The succession is likely, so far as we know, to
be undisturbed, but who will be the successor is a matter of
some doubt, as it does not usually go by entail, but the most

promising ischoaen. We have just heard that Kamio is
influential at the capital, and nu better man, on the whole,
could take the helm.

Our Minister, Mr. Balestier, baa juat left in the Ply¬
mouth for Cochin China, taking with him M. Dean as inter¬
preter, who will do bis work well. I am glad to see our Go¬
vernment using the public ships in this way. There are ma¬

ny shoals, coasts, harbors, and estuaries that might be
examined, without running any risk, or incurring much
expense.

LATE FROM MEXICO.

We have papers from the city of Mexico to the 11th of
May, and from Vera Cruz to the 16th.
The Presidential election campaign was beginning to cause

some excitement. One of the candidates is Luis de la Rosa,
at present Minister to the Lnited States. His opponents urge
that he is not eligible to the office, because the constitution
declares that the President elect muat be a resident of the Re¬
public. The supporters of Rosa say that the Minister'! house
at Washington is, by a fiction of international law, a part of
the Mexican territory, and .that their candidate is, therefore,
not excluded by the constitution.
The cholera continues its ravages, and its dtar approach

to the capital has thrown the inhabitants into a state of alarm.
In Zacatecas, on the 30th of April and the 1st of May, there
were 104 cases and 64 deaths. In MoreJia, from April 20
to May 4, there were 83 deaths. At Aguascalientes the epi¬
demic was raging severely. On the 30th of April there were

60 death*, and on the 1st of May 45. At Guanajuato the
number of deaths per day was between 70 and 80. In Que-
retaro, from April 28 to May 3, there were 294 victims. In
the State of San Luis Potosi the epidemic was prevailing.

AD VALOREM DUTIES.
A bookseller of New York city lately ordered a bill of books

from a London publisher. An invoice reached him by mail,
which he exhibited at the custom house, paid the duties, and
had his books passed. On opening the boxes he found
inside another invoice, charging him a much higher price for
the book*. The first had been sent merely f^r custom-house
use, and to enable some clerk to swear the books through
wilh a good conscience. The bookseller, who had never

suggested any thing of the kind, and was not up to that sort
of game, wrote a stern rebuke to the London house that ship¬
ped the books. The answer came in'due season, expressing
regret that any oifcnce had been given where none certainly
was intended ; they had only done in this case according to
the practice of the trade, and intended.it as a favor to their
customer.

Again It is not long since a New Yorker who waa in
Paris bought a cashmere shawl there for two thousand francs,
and paid the money. The seller handed him a bill or invoice
duly made out, pricing the shawl at one thousand francs.
The buyer turned in astonishment, and asked an explanation.
Ihat isfor the custom-house," said the seller, amazed at

his simplicity. No hint had been given that a special custom¬
house invoice was desired.nothing of the sort was dreamed
of by the buyer. The seller simply did as he would wish to
be done by, and as he was accustomed to do for his American
customers.. Tribune.

New York, June 1.
The steamer Crescent City sailed to-day for Chagres,

taking out 300 passengers destined for California.

Melaxcholt Affair..We learn from the Montreal He¬
rald that, during a heavy gale on Monday night, on Lak« St.
Peter, a number of rafts were broken up, and some twelve
or fifteen persons lost their lives. The steamer America
went to the assistance of the raftsmen, and succeeded in res¬

cuing thirty of them. Lake 8t. Peter is between Montreal
and Quebec, and is considered the moat dangerous part of the
St. Lawrence during a heavy gale.
The loss incurred, in buildings and goods, by the fire at

Charleston, South Carolina, last Wednesday'morning, is esti¬
mated at from $350,000 to $400,000.
Hon. Johh Cummihos died at his residence near Williams-

port (Pa,) a few daya ago. He was 84 years ofage, and had been
elected Sheriff four times, first in 1798, and filled the office of
Associate Judge of Lycoming county for a period of seven¬

teen years.
Thk Potato Crop is Ireland..'The wide-spread re-

Ii mce upon the renovation of the potato, which appears, for
better or for worse, to haye infected all classes of Irish agri¬
culturists, seems so far to be atrengthened by the healthy and
promising condition of the crop. Accounts from the south¬
ern counties speak in the most sanguine terms of the prospects
of the ensuing harvest, while all are agreed that so extensive
a breadth of land has not been laid down with potatoes for
many years previous to the fatal blight of 1846, and that if
the experiment of 1850 be successful to any considerable de
gree, a great stride will be made towards a state of compara¬
tive prosperity.
America* Iron..The New York Tribune says: "A

friend who has been for somo time collecting s'aMstics of the
present state of the iron business throughout Pennsylvania,
has ascertained that of six hundred furnances in that State
two hundred and seventy-five are now in the hands of the
sheiift, and pf three hundred and twenty iron forges one

hundred and six are likewise in the sheriff's hands.
A great iron-master the sheriff would seem to be. Now, is
it possible that fools are such fools that any body believes all
these failures and stoppages arc contrived by the iron men, in
order to raise a clamor for the revision of the tariff."
The little schooner Enterprise, of only five and a half tons

burden, has arrived safely at Havana. The history of this
lilliputian craft is somewhat singular. She was built at Mine¬
ral Point, Wisconsin, and conveyed on wagons forty miles to
Fever river, (hence she was towed to Galena, Illinoiii, where
she was rigged 5 sho then descended the Mississippi river to
New Orleans under sail ; ws next hear of her clearing at New
Orleans for San Juan, Nicaragua. After stopping a few days
at Havana, she sailed for her destination, where her owner

intends to ascend Lakes Nicaragua and Leon, thence drag her
along the portage, fifteen miles, launch her on the Pacific,
and proceed to California.

Riohts of Women..Mr. Sielke, a man of about twenty-
five, keeping a grocery store, has sued Miss Tappey, ag. d
eighteen, engaged as a seamstress in a gentleman's family,
for a bresch of promise. The court has decided that the lady
cannot be held to bail in this action. The rule is different as

to men. The code says that no female shall be held to bail
except for wilful injury to person, character, or property. The
plaintiff contended that he had been injured in all three, by
the wiliul act of the defendant in violating her promise,
which caused him great agony of mind, unfitting him for
business for a week, and so affecting him since as to affect
his business severely, &c. But the judge didn't sympathize.

[Albany State Register

PROCEEDINGS IN THE SENATE.

^EXTRACT! riOM Ol'R daily bipohts ]
A message was received from the President of the United

States, transmitting t* the Senate a copy of a despatch from
the Minister of ifce United States at London, accompanied by
a memorial and other documents addressed to Congress by

j Count de Bronno Brunski, relative to an improved breed of
silk-woim*, which the memorialist desires to have introduced
into this country ; which was ordered to lie on the table and
be printed.
A message was received from the President of th« United

States, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, trans-
mitting reports from the several heads of departments, con-
taining all the infoimation in possession of the Executive rel-
ative to the subject, and stating that no information has been
received establishing the existence of any revolutionary move¬
ment in the Island of Cuba, or among the inhabitants of that
island. The correspondence discloses the fact that repeated
attempts have been made, under the direction of foreigners en¬
joying the hospitality of this country, to get up armed expe¬
ditions in the Uniud States for the purpose of invading Cuba,
and showing that the Government has been faithful in the
discharge of its treaty obligationa with Spain, and in the exe-
cution of the acts of Congress; which was read and ordered
to lie on the table.

FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL.
Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, at an early period of

the session I turnfcd my attention to the subject of preparing
a bill respecting the reclaiming of fugitive slaves, or of pre¬
paring certain amendments to the existing law on that subject.
In pursuance of this purpose, I conferred with some of the
most eminent members of the profession, and eapecially with
a high judicial authority, who has had more to do with que»-
tions of this kind, I presume, than any other judge in the
United S ates, f After these consultations and conference*, is .

early as in February I prepared a bill amendatory of the act
of 1793, intending when a proper time came to lay it before
the Senate for its consideration. I now wish to present the
bill to the Senate unaltered and precisely as it was when pre¬
pared in February last.
The bill was then laid on the table and ordered to be

printed, as follows :

A BILL amendatory ot " An act respecting fugitives from
justice atid persons escaping from the service of their mat¬
ters," approved February 14, 1793.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled, That
the provisions of the said act shall extend to the Territories
of the United States; and that the commissioners who now

are, or who may hereafter be appointed by the Circuit Courts
of the United States, or the District Courts where circuit
courts are not established, or by the Territorial courts of the
United States, all of which courts are authorized and required
to appoint one or more commissioners in each county to take
acknowledgments of bail and affidavits, and also to take depo¬
sitions of witnesses in civil causes, and who shall each, or any
judge of the United States on complaint being made on oath to
him that a fugitive from labor is believed to be within the State
or Territory in which he lives, issue his warrant to the mar¬
shal of the United States, or to any other person who shall be
willing to serve it, authorizing an arrest of the fugitive, If
within the Stale or Territory, to be brought before him or
some other commissioner or judge of the Uuited States court
within the State or Territory, that the right of the person
claiming the services of such fugitive may be examined. And
on the hearing, depositions duly authenticated,and parol proof,
shall be heard to establish the [identity of the fugitive and the
right of the claimant, and also to show that slavery is estab¬
lished in the State from which the fugitive absconded. And
if on such hearing the commissioner or judge shall find the
claim to the services of the fugitive, aa asserted, sustained by
the evidence, he shall make out a certificate ot the material
facts proved and of his judgment thereon, whichjhe shall sign,
and which shall be conclusive of the right of the claimant or
his agent to take the fugitive back to the State from whence
he fled. Provided, that if the fugitive shall deny that he owes
service to the claimant under the laws of the State where he
was held, and after being duly cautioned as to the solemnities
and consequences of an oath, shall swear to the same, the com¬
missioner or judge shall forthwith summon a jury of twelve
men to try the right of the claimant, who shall be sworn to
try the cause according to evidence, and the commissioner or

judge shall preside at the trial and determine the competency
of the proof.

See. t. And be it further enacted, That the commissioner
shall receive ten dollars in each case tried by him, as afore¬
said, the jurors fifty cents each, and the marshal or other per¬
son serving the process shall receive five dollars for serving
the warrant on each fugitive, and for mileage and other ser¬
vices the same as are allowed to the marshal for similar ser¬

vices, to be examined and allowed by the commissioner or

judge, and paid by the claimant.
Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtain¬

ed leave to introduce a bill for the payment of outstanding
loan office and final settlement certificates, issued for (money
loaned, or for services or supplies during the revolutionary
war; which was read twice, and referred to the Com¬
mittee on Revolutionary Claims.

Mr. CHASE, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtained
leave to introduce a bill to reduce the price of public lands
belonging to the United States, in the vicinity of the Wabash
and Erie canal, and the Miami Extension canal, in the
State of Ohio; which was read twice, and referred to the Com¬
mittee on the Public Landa.

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN MISSOURI. '

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, in accordance with no¬
tice heretofore given, I now ask leave to introduce a bill
to grant to the State of Missouri a certain quantity of public
lands for objects of internal improvement, which, added to
the quantity heretofore granted to that State for that purpose,
will make it equal to the quantity heretofore granted to any
other State for the same purpose.
On ofTering this bill, I would suggest that I concur in the

doctrine that the Government, as the great landholder, has this
right to grant to the Stales in which they lie, lands for the
purpose of improving the value of the remainder. There are
a great quantity of refuse lands in the State of Missouri.
Missouri was once a part of the territory of Louisiana. The
land was granted by the Spanish Government, from 1764
until the period when it became the property of the United
States. During that period of forty years, the best land
was taken in very large grants. From the time that Louisi¬
ana was ccded to the United 8iates, now almost half a cen¬

tury, the lands in the State of -Missouri have been picked so
that scarcely any but the refuse lands remain. The public
lands in the State of Missouri have been picked from 1764, at
different times, until 1804, and from 1804 down to the pre¬
sent time. For a period of nearly a century these lands have
been undergoing the process of picking ; so that those lands
which now remain are of a very inferior quality. It is desira¬
ble to the United States that these lands should, in someway
or other, be made useful and subservient to the purposes of
settlement and improvement. The policy of granting lands
to the States in which they lie, for purposes of internal im¬
provement, has been found to be one of the most efTectua
means of reclaiming refuse lands. I am of opinion, with the
celebrated Edmund Burke, that " to take land from hands
that do not use it, and give it to hands that do use it, would
be for the benefit of the country."
Many years ago, Mr. President, I brought in bills similar

in purpose, in many respects, to the one which I now propose
to introduce. One feature of those bills was to graduate the
price of the public lands, reducing the price periodically ac¬

cording to the length oi* time the land had been in the market.
Another feature was to make donations of land to actual set¬
tlers. A third provision was to grant the refuse lacds to the
States in which they lie, for objects of internal impiovement.
The principle of the bill I now propose to introduce is the

granting of the refuse lands to the 8tates in which they lie,
for purposes of internal improvement. I am clearly under
the conviction that it ought to be done in this caae.

Another argument in favor of the bill which I introduce
is, that it only proposes to grant to the Slate of Missouri, an
amount of land which, added to what has already been grant¬
ed to that State for objects of internal improvement, will make
it equal to the whole amount of land granted to any other
State. The returns of the Land Office show that it will re¬

quire 2,672,210 acres to accomplish thia purpose, and for
that amount is this bill drawn. The bill names two objects
of internal improvement to which, under the auspices ol the
Siate, this land is to be applied. One is a railroad from St.
Louis to the western frontier of the State, through the capital ;
the other is a railroad between the town of St. Joseph and
the tawn of Hannibal, on the Mississippi river. The bill
specifies these two objects for which the grant is to be made,
but other effects, such as the draining of swamps, will follow.

I make this statement because, not being a member of the
committee to which the bill will go, I wish the members of
the committee to understand the nature of the bill, in order
that they may make, as I expect they will, a favorable report
upon it.

Leave to introduce the bill was granted, and the bill was

read a first and second time by unanimous cor sent, and re¬

ferred to the Committee on Public Lands.
HOT SPRINGS IN ARKANSAS.

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Bohlasd on
the 29th instant, was taken up and adopted :

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to
communicate to the Senate the information possessed by or

properly within the scope of the Department in relation to the
applications of private clsimants to the Hot Springs in Arkan-
saa, or any portion of the four sections of land surrounding
these spiings, reserved from sale since the tfd ot April, 1832,
together with the action of the General Land Office and ot
any other of the Executive Departments in relation to such
applications.

ROl'ND ISLAND EXPEDITION.

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Davis, of Mis¬
sissippi, on the 22d of January last, was taken up and
adopted

Resohed, That the President of the United States be re¬
quested, as far as compatible with public interest, to commu¬
nicate to the Senate copies of the instructions viven and orders
issued in relation to the assemblage of persons on ltouod Is¬
land, east of Mississippi, during the summer of 1849, and the
correspondence b tween the President or Hi ads of Depart¬
ments and the Governor of Mississippi and the officers, naval
or military, of the United States in reference to the observa¬
tion, investment, and dispersion of said assemble upon s*i«l
nlaod.


